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changed anew, and the blue liquid again
showed itself in the tube.
When the bottle was agitated often enough

to keep the sponge constantly wet, then the
whole of the blue liquid was successively
forced up through the tube, without per-
mitting the escape of a single bubble of gas,
and this, though the sponge had never been
in contact with the main body of the liquid.

Dr. Barry here related some very curious
experiments which he had made upon the
living animal, the results of which were ana-
lagous to these just stated. We regret that
our limits will not allow of their insertion.
The pressure of the gas within the intes-
tines, then, is the power that forces the
chyle into the mouths of the lacteals, along ’,
their tubes, and through the mesenteric I
glands. This accounts for intestinal ab-
sorption, and for the motion of the chyle
after death, as well as for the swelling and
sometimes bursting of the thoracic duct, be-
tween a ligature thrown round it and the

gut. This gaseous pressure also accounts
for the rapid disappearance of liquids from
the stomach, and their almost immediate

presence in the urine, though the duodenum
be tied.
Some interesting proofs were drawn from

comparative anatomy, that Nature avails
herself of gaseous pressure, variously modi-
fied, in all the vertebrated animals, for the

grand purpose of adding fresh matter to the
individual, whether in its uterine or inde-

pendent state. The gas of the intestines,
said Dr. Barry, has never been hitherto
looked upon as a mechanical power in the
animal economy, and has been but very
vaguely examined as a chemical agent. Its
influence upon the motion of the blood in the
abdominal and hepatic porta, and its im-

portance in the pathology of apoplexv and
other diseases, he reserved for discussion in
another lecture.

HYDROCYANIC ACID IN DYSPEPSIA.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Dr. Thomson asserts, that the only
truth in my statement of no person having
followed up his case and published an in-
stance of stomach affection treated by Prussic
acid when mv collection of cases appeared,
is the non-publication. But he thus allows
all I desire. After the appearance of my
book, cases were alluded to as having pre-
viously occurred, and I have no wish to dis-
pute them. But priority of labour is always
determined by priority of pitblictition. I was
therefore justified in saying, that at that
time no one " had followed it up and pub-

lished." The word " published" would
alone have equally conveyed my meaning.
I employed them both to convey but one
idea, and did not write, followed up or pub-
lished, but followed up and published ; sim-
ply intending to say, that up to that time

nothing was known to have been done by
others.
With respect to my not having originally

noticed Dr. Thomson’s speculations as well
as his case, I have made it a rule, in pub-
lishing reports upon medicines, to preface
them by the previous /acts only ascertained
by others, because everv medicine may be
easily, and has indeed been, recommended
speculativelin almost every disease. I had
no other reason for passing over his specula-
tions ; because, laying no claim to originality,
but merely to following up a fact, it was indif-
ferent to me from whom I learnt that fact,
whether, as was the truth, from a hospital
dispenser who served the acid in mistake,
or from others. To prove that I am not
desirous of depriving Dr. Thomson of any
credit, I shall have great pleasure, when
reprinting my book, to break through my
rule, and quote, as I did, not only the case
of heat of the tongue, with the " unexpected
effect" of the remedy, (to use his own words,)
but also his speculations: though one of
them-that the acid enables " the juices of
the organ to be more slowly secreted," ap-
pears rather doubtful: while another&mdash;of
the use of the acid as an " Q(ijunct to tonics,"
falls infinitely short of the excellence of the
remedy. But I must at the same time
break through my rule by referring to

Sprengel, Tliv-essen, &c. who recommended
it long before.

I have many apologies to make for having
occupied your pages with this subject. It
has not been to support any claim, but to
siiow that I do no wrong in not giving Dr.
Thomson credit for originally exhibiting the
remedy on scientific and inductive principles
in dyspepsia, when he e.vhibited it for ano-
ther disease, and -when the patient had actually
no derangement of the stomach. From this

circumstance, and from dyspepsia not being
in the list of affections mentioned in Dr.
Granville’s summary at the end of his boot;,
as remediable by the acid, and from which
only I made notes, I should never have

thought of employing it in dyspepsia, but
for the case cured by a mistake in the hos-
pital, and did not observe Dr. Thomson’s
case of heat of the tongue till, having col-
lected my cases, I searched that, as well
as other works, for facts, previously to pub-
lishing. If, however, this correspondence
convince Dr. Thomson that I had no wish
to depreciate his merit, nor have the least
unfriendly feeling towards him, but am
anxious to forget every thing that may have
been ungrateful to my own feelings on the
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subject of Prussic acid, and if it excite atten-
tion to the power of the remedy in morbid
irritability of the stomach, independent of or
disproportionate to inflammation in the or-
gan, and independent of affections of other
organs, I shall sincerely rejoice.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN ELLIOTSON.

Grafton-street, March 10, 1827.

JOHN ELLIOTSON.

HOSPITAL REPORTS.

GUY’S HOSPITAL.

CASE OF SLOUGHING OF THE GENITALS,
WHICH TERlIIINATED FATALLY.

SUSAN PoINTER, 22 years of age, a woman
of the town, was admitted into the Hospital,
on the 21st of February, under the care of
Dr. Back, on account of jaundice, but, it

being subsequently discovered that she had
an affection of the genitals, she was trans-
ferred to the care of the surgeon, Mr. Mor-
gan.

It was found upon examination that both
of the labia pudendi were in a complete
state of gangrene, they were black and dry,
emitting a most offensive odour, and to a
considerable extent up the abdomen, and
also in each groin the skin was of a dark
red colour. The poor girl stated that her
residence was in the vicinity o’f the London
docks, and that she usually had sexual inter-
course with foreign sailors. She acknow-

ledged, that she was accustomed to drink

spirituous liquors, but more especially gin,
to an extent which is almost incredible ; at
this same time, she partook of but little
food, and was exposed to night air and the
vicissitudes of weather. She could not give
,a distinctor satisfactory account of the origin
of the complaint in the genitals; but it ap-
peared from her description, that she first
laboured under gonorrhoea, which had con-
tinued for about three weeks, when a small
sore made its appearance on the right
labium. The sore gradually increased, and
within a few days of the poor wretch being
- admitted into the Hospital, it assumed the

gangrenous state which we have described.
The appearance of the patient bespoke

much internal disease-she was greatly
emaciated, her features pinched, and coun-
tenance indicative of distress. The skin
was of a deep yellow tinge, and she com-

plained of tenderness when pressure was
made over the hepatic region; she also
laboured under a severe bronchial affection,
denoted by the wheezing of her respiration,
and a "stuffing cough." The pulse was
small and very feeble in its beat, the skin
was hot and dry, the tongue coated with a
brown fur ; she was thirsty, complained of
pain and want of rest.
Mr. Morgan remarked that in such a

case of extensive local mischief, with the
addition (in all probability) of organic vis-
ceral disease, lie could scarcely hope to save
the patient. The only indication to be ful-
filled in this case he thought was to support
the vis vitae ; he directed five grains of the
sulphate of quinine, one grain of opium, four
grains of capsicum, and five grains of the
carbonate of ammonia, to be given everysix
hours. Gin, or wine, and porter, ad libi.
tum. The undiluted nitric acid to be ap.
plied to the part.

, 
These measures were complied with; the

poor girl, however, did not experience any
benefit therefrom ; she died early in the
morning of the 23d, the second day after
admission. The body was not examined.

TREATMENT OF BURNS.&mdash;MR. KEY’S CLINICAL
LECTPRE.

A few days since, Mr. Key delivered in
the operating theatre, what he was pleased
to term, 11 a clinical lecture-on burns."
We know not what incentive the senior

surgeon had to such a proceeding.-It may
be, and we really have a shrewd notion
such was the case, that Mr. Key was led to
the attempt of proving, he at least knew

something of the matter, in consequence of
the remarks which appeared in THE LANCET,
on the ordinary mode of treating burns at
this Hospital. The said "clinical lecture"
consisted for the most part of a garbled and
confused statement of Dr. Kentish’s opi-
nions. Mr. Key at the same time omitting
to state the source from whence they were
derived. -

Mr.lBIorgan’s list of patients admitted on
the 21st of February, presents but few cases
of interest. Amongst the female patients
there is a case of irritable disease of the breast,
the particulars of which, as taken on the
day of admission, are as follow :-
The patient is 15 years of age, of fair

skin, and light complexion ; she has never
menstruated. The right mamma has been
affected upwards of thirteen weeks,-the
distinguishing feature in the complaintis the
exquisite sensibility of the part, it is so

morbidly sensitive that the patient can

scarcely bear her clothes to press on it.
When the breast is touched, excruciating 
pain is felt, which shoots from the breast


